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Case Study for Child Development 
	Background Information
1 Child birth: May14, 2014 
2. Gender: Boy 
3. Ethnic origin: Luke is American. 
4. Siblings: Luke is the only child
	Developing sense of self 
	From the moment Luke was born, he had always been exposed to information that has continued to teach him about who he is. At his age of three years, Luke has already started to enjoy her action and influence in the school by kicking and grabbing things around and touching his own face and body. Luke demonstrates his self-awareness by his ability to use and understand self-referential language like, me, you and we. 
	Temperament and how it affects the way he enters a group 
Luke is very temperament, his emotions of anger were evident when I observed him hit another child with his hand and kicked him with his feet to the floor. Another case was when the teacher was showing them cartoons that he did not like. He become angry and wanted the teacher to stop showing cartoon videos to the kids.
Erikson’s third stage, initiative verses guilt and the child’s motivation by one or the other during play. 
Erickson’s theory of psychosocial development consists of different stages; Initiative versus guild is the third stages which takes place when the child is at preschool years at the age between 3 and 5 (Erikson, 2013). Initiative versus guilt stage has motivated Luke just like any other child in that stage. I have observed him asserting his power especially when trying to protect his toys or his other stuffs when playing. 
		Awareness of gender roles while interacting with peers 
	Luke has been exposed to a lot of factors that have influenced his attitudes and behaviors concerning gender roles. He has learned attitudes and behaviors from home and later reinforced by his peers in school and observation from the media. Some of the influence on his gender has been played a lot by his parent, observing his father and men around. Luke is aware that he is a boy, when I observed him I could see that he enjoys being in company of fellow male children.
Cognitive Development
	Understanding of number concepts
	Luke has been practicing primary math and number concepts in school that has set his foundation for learning more advanced math concept. Early exposure to math and number activated his comfortability to math’s skills. However Luke needs more opportunities to practice skills that will increase his confidence when working with math number concepts that will make him good at math. Luke can recognize the ten numerals and know each numeral’s name. Hence he is in a position to develop an understanding of the amount each numeral represents.
	Problem-solving ability 
	Luke has learned problem-solving skills by watching adults. He has been experimenting and practicing some ideas observed and learned from teachers and he is able to reach to conclusions. Luke is learning very fast and can quickly solve some problem at ease without waiting for an adult to come up with a solution. For instance, when he falls, he does not wait for someone to help him get up when he falls. Teachers have been helpful by stating facts that have helped Luke and his classmate learn how to solve complex problems. 
	Vygotsky's idea of scaffolding as observed in the child 
	Vygotsky's theory has influenced how the teacher and Luke work in school. The theory has provided the teacher with some guidelines on how the better ways of teaching. The theory advocated for a teacher or any adult to become moulder of the passive child (Meggitt, 2007). The teacher-learners interaction is more of collaboration and co-learning where the teacher focuses on the active position of the learner (Meggitt, 2007). One of the impacts the theory has had on Luke, he is slowly becoming self regulated pupils at his age. Since Luke started pre-school education, he only requires little guidance on how he carries himself socially. 
	Piaget's preoperational stage and how the child is developing at this stage  
	Piaget's preoperational stage is crucial in contributing understanding cognitive development. The ideas behind the theory are that event takes place in different and unique scenes. Each step has its specific time happening in a sequential manner that gives a child room to appreciate the world (Meggitt, 2007).
	Piaget's preoperational stage
	Sensorimotor Stage- The Sensorimotor step is the development stage; this is the cognitive state that started immediately a child is born and goes all the way at the child is age two. The term is defined by a direct physical interaction that children have with objects surrounding them. In Sensorimotor stage, a child forms their first schemas through their fundaments senses, seeing, listen, reaching holding shaking and tasting things around them. 
Preoperational Stage – take place from age two to seven years old. At the stage, childe use language thinks more drastically about an object around them. 
Physical Development
	Child's gross motor development
	Luke has significantly developed motor skills at his age he has grown larger, stronger muscle groups of the body can comfortably ride a tricycle, Walk on a line without staggering, Hop using his preference foot and Walk and running  up and down stairs.  	 \
	How well the child runs
	At age one to two, Luke could not run without falling; he had not developed enough motors skills due to lack of stronger muscle and ability to balance well his body. He is now three years old, and he can comfortably run some distance without falling. He also runs on straight line unlike before where he could stagger. 
	How well the child swing
	Swinging involved twisting and untwisting that Luke’s enjoys very much. Whenever Luke gets unoccupied swing whether, at the school playground is tempted to jump into and request someone to push him. He enjoys the back and forth motion that make him relaxed and excited. Luke admits to being excited by the flying and falling but get scared if it is done too fast and he gets pushed very high. 
	How well the child climbs
	Though Luke is very playful, I observed that he is not very good in climbing. In my observation did not see him climbing during pay time, he watching other climb and sometime ignore them and continue playing other games. 
	How well the child throws 
	Luke’s motor skills development has among many things helped him gain some balance and he always want to try new things. One of the things in observed with him is that he like throwing his toys (playfully) around in school and would not let another child pick them.  

	Child’s fine motor development
	Luke has significantly developed motor skills at his age, he has grown larger, stronger muscle groups of the body can comfortably run around obstacles Walk on a line, Balance on one foot, , Ride a tricycle,  Hop on her preferred foot
	Child’s hand preference 
It is clear that Luke’s stronger and preference hand is the right one which he frequently uses. He also uses the right hand to mark with his pens and through things into the air while playing. However, he also uses his left hand on several occasions perhaps a showcase that he is yet to fully comprehend the functioning of the body properly. There is however signs that Luke is arguably right handed.  
	How the child turn the knob
	Luke uses his right hand to turn the knob to either lock or unlock.
	Pouring liquid 
	 I have also noticed that Luke pours milk from a small pitcher that is easily able to lift and control. Luke utilizes his right hand to lift the pitcher by the handle while the left hand is holding the side of the pitcher pouring milk to his Styrofoam cup.
	Controlling drawing tools
	Unlike when he was below two years old, Luke can comfortably control drawing tools; he has significantly developed motor skill and stronger muscle that helps him in being able to hold the tools correctly. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Opinion Section (option 1)
	Overall strengths and weaknesses of the child
Luke has an interesting character and personality. He does not hide his feelings to events and has ability to show distress in case of anger, fear, sadness, surprise, joy and interest. He is also able to utilize symbolic egocentrism. However Luke is very quick to get angry, he is easily irritated by small things. . 
	Predict the child’s development in the next five years
Luke is on the right track of development, at her age of three years old. His perception and personality to issues is normal and his curiosity to activities is a proper demonstration of a bright kid who may learn lots of things in the future. 
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